Meeting of the New Jersey Women’s and Gender Studies Consortium (NJWGSC)

William Paterson University, Hobart Manor

February 13, 2009

11:00 AM-2:00 PM

Minutes

Attendees: Roseanne Alvarez (Brookdale Community College), Mini Dumville (Raritan Valley Community College), Emily Filardo (Kean University), Judy Gerson (Rutgers University – New Brunswick), Bhanu Goldsmith (William Paterson University - WPU), Alicia Groatman (Rowan University), Sreevidya (Vidya) Kalaramadam (WPU), Laura Lomas (Rutgers University- Newark), Lisa Mastrangelo (College of Saint Elizabeth), Sally McWilliams (Montclair State University), Kara Rabbitt (WPU), Nelson Rodriguez (College of New Jersey), Elena Sabogal  (WPU), Librada Sanchez (WPU), Arlene Holpp Scala (WPU), Janice Stapley (Monmouth University), Melda Yildiz (WPU). 

I.  Greeting and introductions: President Arnold Speert welcomed everyone to William Paterson University.

II. Budget report: Sally McWilliams

NJWGSC is “solvent.”

“Substantial money” came in response to our fundraising drive letters that were sent out by Lisa Mastrangelo.  (See budget attachment.)  If you need another letter sent to your administration, let Lisa know.  If you institution has not yet responded, you may want to double check to be sure that the letter was received.  

· Three contributing schools (Rutgers Camden, Ocean County and Georgian Court) haven’t sent representatives to NJWGSC. A recommendation was made to reach out to them. Lisa will follow up on this. 

· The TagOnline web site will cost $420.00 per year—this is money that we will need to plan on spending annually.

· Seed money is still left from the NJ Project for the student awards, although this is most likely the last year that this will be available.

III.
Report on April 3 Conference at Raritan Valley Community College: Mimi Dumville

Patricia Lacewell-Harris cancelled her speaking commitment for the conference. In response to this news, several members recommended Robyn Rodriguez. Several other names were mentioned as possibilities. (Since the meeting, Robyn Rodriguez has agreed to be the conference keynote speaker.)

In response to the issue raised about reimbursing student presenters for their travel to the conference, it was agreed that Sally would cut checks for $25.00 for each student presenter.  In addition, student presenters will not have to pay the $15 registration fee.  

Mimi will send out conference registration information early in March. 

IV.
Formation of Committee to read papers for conference

In response to the request for judges for student essays. Emily Filardo (Kean) and Arlene Holpp Scala WPU) volunteered. Mimi  will be send out a call to membership for two more judges. (Since the meeting, two more members have volunteered: Ieva Zake from Rowan and Jude Bennett from TCNJ)

V.
On-Line webpage update: Sally McWilliams


Our webpage is now available at www.njwgsc.


At the June retreat Sally would like to turn the web page over to a new web mistress. TagOnline has agreed to provide training for this person.  


At the retreat we will also decide what we want the web site to do for us.

The members applauded Sally for her excellent work. Developing the web site was a mammoth task. 

VI.
Conference (Rutgers, New Brunswick, March 26-28, 2009)Update: Judy Gerson


Thursday evening, March 26, Carnival of Kings and Queens.

Tickets will be sent to members requesting them for their students, although there is no charge for the event.


Posters were distributed.


For more information visit http://womens-studies.rutgers.edu/ or call 732-932-9331.

VII.
Bureau Update: Arlene Holpp Scala


Poor response to call for speakers.


Please go back to campuses and announce Speakers Bureau to colleagues. 

VIII. Retreat: Lisa Mastrangelo


College of St. Elizabeth will host the retreat.

Retreat date: Tuesday, June 23, 11am-3pm.  Please send any suggested agenda items to Arlene at ScalaA@wpunj.edu or Lisa at lmastrangelo@cse.edu

IX.
Business

1. Impact of N.J.’s financial crisis on the future of Women’s Studies Programs in New Jersey: tabled until Retreat.

2. Articulation agreements:

Roseanne Alvarez will share an articulation agreement template that will be sent out through the listserv.

3.
Role of students in NJCWGS

A table will be set aside for students attending the April 3 conference (non-presenters) with space for materials students want to share.


Roseanne’s students will work to create a Facebook page for the students who are interested in participating.  As well, they will host a discussion during lunch for those students who are interested in continuing a discussion about their role in the Consortium. 

