NJWGSC Fall 2010Meeting

October 22, 2010 at the College of St. Elizabeth

 Meeting Minutes 
Present: Fawzia Afzal-Khan (Montclair), Roseanne Alvarez (Brookdale), Ellen Friedman (TCNJ), Wendy Kolmar (Drew), Debra Liebowitz (Drew), Lisa Mastrangelo (CSE), Meg Natter (Brookdale), Arlene Holpp Scala (William Paterson), Janice Stapley (Monmouth), Melda Yildiz (Kean)
A big thank-you to Lisa M. for hosting today’s meeting!

The meeting convened at 10:20AM. 

Treasurer’s Report (Lisa): 

The budget report indicated good financial health for the consortium, with $35,432 in the bank. The only expense since the last meeting was the $105 fee for TAG online (which hosts our website: www.njwgsc.org); income was $500 from Richard Stockton for an institutional membership. Lisa mentioned the online banking password will be moved to the next Treasurer to make the transition easy.

Upcoming Conferences: 

National Women’s Studies Association (NWSA) conference in Denver, Nov. 11-14, is approaching--$500 is available to assist faculty who plan/would like to attend.  We have to remember to send out reminders for financial support like this so members have enough time to apply.

Mid-Atlantic Women’s Studies Association (MAWSA) conference will be held at The College of New Jersey on April 8 & 9.

NJWGSC (us!): Our Seventh Annual Undergraduate Research Colloquium will be held at Brookdale Community College in Lincroft on Friday, March 25th.

· Keynote Speaker: Meg recently was in contact with author and third-wave feminist Jennifer Baumgardner and would like to invite her to be the keynote speaker, but did not know the budget. The group was very enthusiastic about the possibility that Ms. Baumgardner could attend, so it was decided that $1500-$2500 is a good range, but Meg should find out her fee. Considering the consortium’s budget is healthy, that amount could be increased a bit.  Once the keynote is confirmed, Meg will send the conference announcement to Melda to post on the website & will also be distributed through the listserve.

· Conference Sponsorships: While Brookdale is hosting the conference, it is not offering much financial support, so any sponsorships are greatly appreciated. Janice informed the group that Monmouth University will provide $500 to sponsor the lunch. Deb and Wendy said that Drew University could also help with printing and other financial support.

· “Spring 2011 Papers Committee”: Arlene, Roseanne, Ellen (or another TCNJ representative), and a rep. from Drew offered to be readers. Paper submission deadline is Feb. 11 and the winners will be selected by March 1st. 



Award Guidelines:


--No more than 3 papers per school will be submitted. Let’s try to get more schools to


   participate!


--A maximum of 6 awards of $250 each will be available (last year 4 were awarded, but


   the consortium has enough to be more generous this year)



--A maximum of 3 honorable mentions of $100 each will be available (books were given


   to 3 winners last year)



--1 award maximum per institution



--the committee has the ability to make minor adjustments to these guidelines as


   necessary

New Business:

Summer Praxis/Externship: After reviewing the Consortium’s budget, Deb suggested that we provide a summer praxis/ externship to help undergraduates who find it difficult to afford a summer position (that is often not a paid position!) in the W&GS field.  After some discussion, it was decided that two $1000 grants would be offered, with Deb to put the guidelines together. Winners will provide a report at the undergraduate colloquium following their externship.

Fall Program for W&GS Faculty: Wendy initiated a discussion about how the Consortium should provide guidance and scholarly resources for its members (and as a recruiting tool for more members).  A Fall 2011 Faculty/Visiting Scholar was mentioned, and Wendy added that Drew University already has a generous budget for a similar program.  She will investigate how it can be developed as an NJWGSC initiative.

Guest Speaker—Dr. Ellen Friedman:

Ellen provided an overview of the growth of the Women’s and Gender Studies program (now Department!) at TCNJ during her 18 years as chair.  Please contact her at friedman@tcnj.edu for handouts regarding the following initiatives:



Women in Learning and Leadership (WILL): “A student leadership program that encourages 
critical thinking, intellectual curiosity, and active learning opportunities that empower young 
women as leaders during and beyond their college tenure.” It is a four-year curricular and co-
curricular certificate-bearing program in which 25 female students per class (so 100 total) are 
selected to participate. Each student must minor in Women’s Studies. A director with a master’s 
degree 
was hired to run the program; in addition to her administrative duties, which include 
heavy contact with the WILL students, she also teaches. The academic component of WILL is 5

 courses, and there is an annual retreat, plus an activist capstone (students love that)—with the 
academics “feeding” the activism.  Lots of info available through this link: 
http://www.tcnj.edu/~will/      Administrators at TCNJ easily embraced WILL!


Women’s and Gender Studies Newsletter:  Ellen distributed some of the program’s newsletters 
that had been created throughout the years. Working on the monthly newsletter is a four-credit 
internship for two students per semester.  It features students, book reviews written by 
students, information from the college’s librarian (books on sale, local signings).


Dual major with Elementary or Early Childhood Education Majors:  Ellen distributed the 
requirements of the WGS major, minor, and concentration at TCNJ. The four-year course 
sequence for students enrolled as dual majors in Elementary Ed. and WGS (with an 
English/History Emphasis) was distributed. Course/credit requirements for WGS dual majors 
(Elementary Ed, Early Childhood, Special Ed, Deaf and Hard of Hearing) were also reviewed. 
Please contact Ellen if you would like to receive these.


Many other ideas, such as developing a “look” for your program (and webpage) with a logo and 
three-color posters to publicize your events and courses, were reviewed. We are very grateful to 
Ellen for facilitating such an interesting, informative, helpful discussion.

Website Update:
www.njwgsc.org :  Please email Melda at mnyildiz@gmail.com if you would like to add info to the website.

Speaker’s Bureau Update: 
Arlene Holpp Scala continues to collect material for the Speaker’s Bureau. There are five speakers on the list--if you would be interested in speaking, or know of colleagues at your institutions who would be, please contact Arlene at scalaa@wpunj.edu 

Announcements: 

Anne Gregory will speak about bullying at Dec. 11, 2010 at Monmouth University, as the Keynote at the Psychology Undergraduate Research Conference.  Contact Janice Stapley jstapley@monmouth.edu if you are interested in attending.  It is free, but seating is limited so you need to RSVP!

Gloria Steinem will speak at March 1st at Brookdale Community College to kick-off Women’s History Month.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Meg Natter

Co-Chair
